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T HE   EPISTLE

Thank You!
It was a Terrific Parking Lot Sale

Thank you to everyone who brought their gently-used
“trash” that became treasure to others.  And to Karen Lux, who
organized all the merchandise for three days prior to the sale.
Thank you also to Karen’s brothers, and to Debbie Fitzhugh,
Elizabeth and John Hamaker, Ronnie Horodnycke, Tom McAfee,
Mark Middlebrooks, Connie Phillips, the Reisner family, Katy
Rose Ryan, Daryl Anne Tillery, Stephanie & Steve Walters,
Rebecca & Robert Wellborn, Jan Zerwekh, and everyone else
who participated.  The weather was terrific, and the day was
beautiful.  Even if we did start before dawn!   W

Sunday, Nov 15

All-Church Outreach Under the I-35 Bridge in Waco
Please join us in a truly exciting event.  We want as many

of  our St. Paul Church Family as possible to drive down to
Waco and help serve a meal to the homeless of the area.  We
will be partnering with Church Under The Bridge ministries
for this amazing opportunity to serve.  Church Under The
Bridge meets outdoors, under the I-35 bridge in Waco.  On a
typical Sunday morning about 400 people gather for worship;

nearly half of  the worshippers are
the homeless from the surrounding
area.  We will prepare a meal here at
St. Paul on Saturday afternoon and
serve it before the worship service
on Sunday. After serving the meal
we will join in the worship.
The plan is to meet at 8:00 AM at

St. Paul Church on Sunday,
November 15.  The 8 o’clock service

will begin with a blessing prayer for the team and for the
mission, and then the team will caravan to Waco.  There we
will set up and then serve a meal to the homeless.  The
worship service under the bridge begins around 10:30 and
ends close to noon.  After the service we will caravan back
to Waxahachie.  Fr. Dennis Smart will be here at St. Paul to
celebrate both services that day.  Kids and adults alike are
invited to participate in this ministry trip, so there will be no
Sunday school here.

Look for more details on the event and see how you can
sign up to participate in this wonderful opportunity to share
God’s Love in a tangible and specific way!

We will need help preparing the meal on Saturday
afternoon, and we also need several people willing to drive.
And, of  course, we need prayers for our mission together.

For more information call Fr. Terry at 972-938-2126.W

Cross Dedicated by Bp. Lambert
There is always a silver lining!  Recently the high winds

blew the sheet metal coping cap off  the “north” end of
our roof.  We have excellent insurance, so the repairs are
covered.  But there’s more to the story!  Some people have
been gathering and donating funds for the construction
and installation of a cross on the roof, realizing that the
cost of installation would be sizeable, considering it will be
placed on a 45-degree-angle roof at 42 feet above the
ground.  So we asked the sheet metal folks, “could you
install it while you’re up there?” and they said yes.  Weather
permitting, the cross should be installed by Sunday, No-
vember 8.  But with more rain it could be delayed.  Thank
you to the signage committee (John Hamaker, Dick Jones,
Todd Stanton, Steve Walters and Robert Wellborn) for all
their work in getting the cross ready.  And, Praise God for
silver linings!   W



Saturday, Dec 5

Come for Victoriana Dinner & DancingCome for Victoriana Dinner & DancingCome for Victoriana Dinner & DancingCome for Victoriana Dinner & DancingCome for Victoriana Dinner & Dancing
It’s time for the Annual Christmas Dinner Party!  This is our single adults-only

event of the year.  Attire is semi-formal to formal to festive -- and wear your dancing
shoes.

Main dish will be provided by the ECW, but we are asking that you sign up to
bring a side dish, salad or dessert of your choice.  Sign-up sheets will be in the
narthex beginning on November 8.  Watch for your invitation in the mail, but if it
doesn’t make it to your mailbox it doesn’t mean you’re not invited. The favor
of a response is requested; please let us know (yes or no) if you are coming
and what you are bringing.  Mark your calendars and join us for fellowship,
dinner and dancing on December 5, at 6 p.m. in the Foyer.  W
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Why do Christians celebrate Advent?:
Christians set aside the four-week period
prior to Christmas Day as a time for pre-
paring themselves for the coming of Jesus
into this world.  The word advent is a
Latin term meaning “coming” or “arrival.”
The season reflects this emphasis through
two separate but related themes: 1) the
coming of Christ into the world as a baby
in Bethlehem; and, 2) the second com-
ing of Christ into the world on the Day
of Judgement.  During Advent, the Chris-
tian community shares in singing tradi-
tional hymns, such as “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel.”  Some congregations
conduct special midweek services to mark
the season.  Originally, Advent was of
undetermined length.  In the Early Church
it was primarily a period of fasting and
worship for those who were scheduled
to be baptized on Epiphany, January 6.
Centuries later it developed into the cur-
rent four-week observance.  Advent took
on a somber character in the eleventh
century at the urging of Pope Gregory
VII.  Marriages were prohibited, and joy-
ous celebrations were kept to a minimum.
Many Episcopal churches continue to re-
frain from celebrating marriages or Bap-
tisms during Advent, and much of the
service music is eliminated during this
season of preparation.  At St. Paul we
do not decorate for Christmas until after
the last Sunday of Advent, and we follow
the tradition of having no flowers on the
altar during Advent.  Overall Christians
reflect a joyful anticipation for the birth
of the Christ child, but it remains a sea-
son of preparation for remembering
Christ’s incarnation at Christmas and for
the fulfillment of his promise to return in
power and great glory. W

Taking another look at the
Seasons of the Church, be-
ginning with Advent, from
the book “The Christian
Book of Why” by
    John C. McCollister.

“Perfectly” Thankful Giving“Perfectly” Thankful Giving“Perfectly” Thankful Giving“Perfectly” Thankful Giving“Perfectly” Thankful Giving
From our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our Vicar

The month of November can be a wonderful (and some times maddening)
time period of weather transition in our year.  We recognize that the hot days
of  summer are now past, yet the cold days of winter have not arrived.  The
weather can be so unpredictable during this time that we constantly have to
check the weather forecast to figure out what to wear.  It is like a pendulum
swinging back and forward.  The extremes can be hard to deal with, but there
are those perfect moments when the swing between hot and cold lands in the
exact place where we have the “PERFECT” day.  I love those days!

Why am I talking so much about the weather?  Well, I think it gives us an
example to help us focus on an important aspect of our lives.  I believe that as
we strive to grow in our journey as Faithful Christians we need to find the
“perfect” place of faithful giving.  Stewardship is a central area in the lives of
Faithful Christians and we all need to find that ideal place where we are giving
the “right” amount.

This month we will be exploring the concept of Faithful Christian Steward-
ship and we will be asking the question of where our personal “perfect place”
is.

The wonderful thing about focusing on stewardship during the month of
November is that the key to stewardship is Thankfulness.  So, in the month that
we as a nation and as a people “Give Thanks” we explore the depth of what
being Thankful means.  I invite you to engage in this process of exploration
and discovery and I pray that you will find that perfect place of thanks “giving”
in you life.

Fr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. Terry+



Serving on the Vestry of our church is a true blessing in
many ways, but it carries with it a commitment of time and
responsibility unlike any other ministry in our church.  Vestry
members are spiritual leaders who are committed to building
up the Body of Christ so that it can be an effective instrument
of  mission and ministry in the world. Under Fr. Terry’s
leadership, the Vestry sets the bar for where we discern God
is leading our congregation, and monitors the progress we
make towards our goal. The work of the Vestry can be
simultaneously invigorating and exhausting, exciting and
frustrating, challenging and rewarding, but always a blessing
of  service.

To be elected to the vestry, one must: 1) Be a confirmed
communicant in good standing at least eighteen (18) years
of  age who has been a financial contributor of record for
one year before the election takes place. (A financial
contributor, as defined in the By-laws of St. Paul Church, is
someone who has recorded and fulfilled a financial pledge to
the Church during the year in which the candidate is
nominated); and, 2) have also recorded a pledge for the year
in which the election is being held.  Someone elected to the
vestry should also have been regular in attendance at the
services of the church in the year preceding election. These
are qualifications not only for election but also for continued
service on the vestry. A vestry member should lead the way

in participation in the worship life and financial support of
the parish, and be visible and active in all church events.

The term of a vestry member
is for three years and a vestry
member is not eligible for re-
election in the year following the
expiration of his or her term. The
Senior Warden is appointed by the
Vicar and should be someone
who is an enthusiastic supporter
and co-worker with the Vicar. The
Junior Warden is a member of the
vestry elected by the vestry in one
of  its first meetings of the year.
Traditionally, the Junior Warden is responsible for parish
properties. According to the Bylaws of St. Paul, the vestry
also selects three of its members to serve as our delegates to
the annual diocesan Convention.

A nominating committee will present a slate of candidates
to the Annual Meeting in January, 2010 to elect three new
Vestry members, who will replace outgoing members Rae
Tarrant, Junior Warden Steve Walters, and Senior Warden
Gary Wilson.  If  you believe you feel called to serve on the
Vestry, and meet the requirements for election, please call
972-938-2126 let us know as soon as possible.W

A vestry member
should

lead the way in
participation in the

worship life and
financial support
of the parish, and

be visible and active
in all church events.

Considering Vestry Nominations for Annual Meeting 2010

Blessing
 of the
  Motorcycles

Sunday, Nov 29
This year we host our second
annual St. Columban Day
Celebration, honoring the

patron saint of motorcyclists.  There will be a Blessing
of the motorcycles after late service on Sunday,
November 29.  We’re inviting as many riders as we
can, asking them to gather on the parking lot with
their bikes for their blessing.

Afterwards there will be a planned group ride for
those who choose to join in.  The event is once again
being planned by Fr. Terry, Robert Wellborn and
Kevin Harris. Please come, and invite your motorcycle
friends and neighbors to join us! W

Nov 8

Faith Promise Campaign Begins
As the end of the church year approaches, the annual

Faith Promise campaign for 2010 will begin.  In November
Fr. Terry will deliver sermons about Faithful Giving, and
Loving Gratefulness.  We’ll receive letters with Biblical scrip-
ture to inspire us to our prayerful contemplation on the fi-
nancial commitment we will make to the growing of God’s
Kingdom, and we’ll be asked to make our Faith Promise in
writing, on cards provided.  On the second Sunday of Ad-
vent, a time of contemplation and preparation for the incar-
nation of Christ, we will deliver our written promises and
celebrate all of our offerings during worship.

Simultaneously, before the Faith Promise cards have been
gathered and lifted to God, the Finance Committee will be-
gin prayerful deliberation of a proposed budget for 2010.
They will act as good stewards of the gifts, but they will set
the budget in faith, preparing for what God calls us to do in
His name.  “Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we
possess: Grant us grace that we may honor you with our substance, and, re-
membering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful stewards
of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.”  BCP
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Wednesday NightsUpcoming Events . . .

Adult Class Series

SPY

SPY (St. Paul Youth, grades 6 through 12) meets
every other Wednesday night.  Brittany & Victor
Songer lead this night of fun and learning.

Also… all youth are encouraged to gather every
Sunday morning for Liquid.  No, we don’t mean the
liquid that you drink (although there is plenty of hot
chocolate and coffee available).  We mean the
revolutionary Liquid Bible Study DVD series, that
translates ancient stories into the language of today’s
culture.  The Youth gather every Sunday between 9:30

and 10:15 (in the Youth room) for this special class.

All sixth through twelve grade youth are invited. W

Questions to all Your Answers
Sayings like, “Jesus is the answer”, “All sins are equal”

or “God helps those who help themselves”, may make
catchy bumper stickers, but as deep, life changing truths
they fall short.  Pop Christianity thrives on clichés and
slogans, but it resists true reflection and examination.
Such a simplistic – and often unbiblical – mindset keeps us
from a well-founded understanding of God and his ways
and robs our credibility in communicating the gospel.

This discussion based Adult Education Series will
encourage us to engage our minds with Scripture and ask
questions that will lead us to God’s deep truth not the
Christian culture’s clichés.

November 1Jesus Is The Answer:  So What’s the Question?
November 8God Is In Control:  So Why is the World Such a Mess?
November 15Church Mission Trip To Waco

No Sunday School for All Ages
November 22God Helps Those Who Help Themselves:

So Who Needs Grace?
November 29Advent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent Event     Craft Projects for All Ages
December 6Jesus is Coming Soon:

So Why Are You Buying Life Insurance?
December 13All Sins Are Equal:

So is Reusing a Stamp Bad as Murder?
December 20God Has A Perfect Plan For Your Life:

So What If You Miss It?

The Annual St. Paul family
Thanksgiving Day Dinner will
be served at 1 p.m., but the doors will open at noon.

Thank you to Priscilla and Gary Wilson, who will once again pro-
vide turkey and ham; side dishes are provided by others who attend.
This is affectionately called our “orphans” thanksgiving, and brings
together those who do not have large family gatherings planned.  We
invite friends to join us, but ask that you please let us know you’re
coming if you can, and bring a dish to share. W

Thanksgiving Day, Nov 26

Michael Patilla, Professor of Classical
Guitar Mississippi State University, will present
a classical Guitar concert here at 7 p.m. on

Friday, November 13.  The concert is free to the public.
Mr. Patilla has performed extensively throughout

North America, Europe and Central America and has
been warmly received by audiences and critics, who say
he has “dexterous fingers...brinlliant technique" (Michael
Huebner, The Birmingham News) and report that, "Not only
Patilla's fine musical sense, but the variety of the pro-
gram” makes for “an unfailingly enchanting concert."
(Karl Henning, Bershires Arts & Entertainment.)

Please come -- and bring a friend! W

Free Classical Guitar Concert, Nov 13

Sunday Spa for Women, Nov 8
The first Sunday Spa was a wonderful

success!  Sunday Spa for November is
“Giving Thanks”, Sunday, November 8,
from 2 - 5 p.m. in the foyer area.  A light
meal will be served at 5 p.m.

Relax, through yoga and meditation; Learn and
be inspired by speaker Carrie Boren; and, Create hand
stamped fabrics. Cost is $5 if you pre-register by
Wednesday, November 4, or $10 if you pay at the
door.  Ladies, please come, and bring a friend! W

St. Arnold’s Assemblage, Nov 12
St. Arnold is credited with saying; “From man’s sweat and

God’s love, beer came into the world.”  Please join us for our
monthly gathering as we attempt to protect our hearts, minds and
lives from the “plague” of ungodly and
hazardous influences.  We will have
hearty discussions on theological ideas,
concepts and foundations that shape
our Christian worldview.  Thursday,
November 12,  7 to 9 PM, at the home of Tom McAfee. W

St. Arnold’s
Assemblage
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7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice7 p.m. BSA meets

8 AM

Men’s Breakfast

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Saturday

December Anniversaries
16 Amy & Chuck Aris
19 Yolanda & John Brady
21 Sandy & Sam Bell
27 Michelle & Doug Hurn
29 Denise & Roscoe Osteen
31 Jennifer & Stephen Sloan

November 20092009200920092009

10:30 am

ECWECWECWECWECW

9:30 a.m.
DOK

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

NO SERVICE
TONIGHT
No Choir Practice

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

7 p.m. Vestry

November Anniversaries
21 Woody & Tom Perry
23 Susan & Patrick Akin
28 Jeanie & Allen Shivers

���������������November Birthdays
1 Elizabeth Hamaker
2 Jan Cunningham
4 Carol Bryant
5 Matt Perkins

Sharon Smith
7 Gloria Brown

16 Anne Tuley
18 Bonny Middlebrooks
19 Bill Gavitt

20 Gavin Childs
23 Phil Wood
24 Susan Akin
28 Becky Tews
29 Christina Blevins
30 Rose Zuber

For Women
Relax, Learn, Create, Rejuvenate!

2-5 PM, Meal to follow

29 30

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

7 p.m. BSA meets

December Birthdays
3 Justin Brown

Robert Wellborn
Emma Wooley

4 Samantha Wooley
6 BJ Hopgood

Michelle Hurn
8 Wendy Berry
9 Judy Geeslin

10 Susan Boyd
Daniel Hamaker

15 Yoland Brady

�������������������������������

16 Kathy Harris
17 Kate Roberson

Katy Rose Ryan
20 Ray Brown
21 Kathy Magers
22 John Hamaker

Rebecca Wellborn
23 Carol Raynor

Garrett Ryan
26 Tom McAfee
27 Hank Perkins

28 Rita LeNoir
31 Vaughn Franks

Ronnie Morris

7 p.m.
Worship
Committee Meets

Office Closed for Thanksgiving
1 p.m.
St. Paul Family
Thanksgiving Dinner

Blessing
of the
Motorcycles

6 p.m.

eedlepoint

7 p.m.
Classical

Guitar
Concert

       7-9 PM
St. Arnold’s
Assemblage

22

Church
Under the Bridge
Feed the Homeless in Waco
Team leaves from early service

No Sunday School Today

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Advent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent Event
 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 activities for
 all ages

“Fall Back”
DST ends

set clocks
back at

2 a.m.

Fr. Dennis SmartFr. Dennis SmartFr. Dennis SmartFr. Dennis SmartFr. Dennis Smart
celebratescelebratescelebratescelebratescelebrates

7 p.m. BSA troop
committee meets

Saturday, Dec 5Annual Christmas Dinner Party
Sunday, Dec 13Sunday Spa
Sunday, Dec 20“Greening of the Church”

Christmas EveThursday, Dec 24, Family Service 5 p.m.,
Concert 10 p.m., Midnight Mass, 11 p.m.
(NO service on Christmas Day)

Coming in DecemberComing in DecemberComing in DecemberComing in DecemberComing in December

At the home of
Tom McAfee

9:30 a.m.

Meet forMeet forMeet forMeet forMeet for
HolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHoliday
Crafting!Crafting!Crafting!Crafting!Crafting!

After
late service:
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Traditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical Worship
in a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, loving
Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.

“Our Mission is to Love God, to
Love and Care for Others, and to

Grow the Church”

z
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The Monthly Newsletter of

The Rev. Terry Reisner
Vicar

Organizations & Committees
What They Do & Who to Call

ORGANIZATIONS

Daughters of the King (DOK)
..............................Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629

Women of Prayer, Meetings 1st Sat, 9:30 AM

Men’s Breakfast..........Ron Tarrant 972-937-1589
Breakfast for all men, 2nd Saturday, 8 AM

ECW..............Elizabeth Hamaker, 972-723-8042
All women meet 1st Saturday, 10:30 AM

Sr. Warden..............Gary Wilson, 972-617-5441
Jr. Warden..............Steve Walters, 214-663-4528
Class of 2010...........Rae Tarrant, 972-937-1589
Class of 2011.........Gloria Brown, 972-937-7710
Class of 2011..........Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629
Class of 2011........John Hamaker, 972-723-8042
Class of 2012..........Julia Johnson, 972-617-2934
Class of 2012.............Dick Jones, 972-923-1412
Class of 2012.. Daryl Anne Tillery, 972-937-7023
Clerk of Vestry......Denise Osteen, 214-587-7869
Treasurer........Rebecca Wellborn, 972-723-2921

Choir Director............Gloria Self, 972-937-4373
SPY.............................Fr. Terry, 469-230-0755
Worship & Music.Chuck Fitzhugh, 214-668-0572
Layreaders................Larry Zuber, 972-775-4915
Acolytes..................Matt Perkins, 972-937-8077
Altar Guild................Anne Tuley, 972-938-8024

VESTRY & Committees

St . Paulchurch

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations. . . to Matthew, Sam and Sandra Bell, Debra Fitzhugh, Darryl Pitts, Kelsey Poynor

and Deborah Wooley, who were confirmed or received by Bp. Paul Lambert on Sunday, Oct 25.  “Renew in

these your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that

Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.”  BCP


