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Celebrating the Power of Christ’s Gifts to Us
Holy Week

ST.    PAUL CHURCH IN  WAXAHACHIE

T HE    EPISTLE

Holy Week is intended to intensify
and culminate our Lenten Journey.  It is
the most solemn week of the year because we
commemorate the crucifixion of Christ and
the events leading up to it. It begins March 28,

the sign of his resurrection, is suspended.  The Maundy
Thursday service is considered by many to be the most
powerful service of the church year. The evening begins with
a soup supper at 6 p.m.; service begins at 7 p.m.

After the Maundy Thursday service there is a Prayer Vigil,
recognizing the apostles’ failed watch while Jesus prayed in the
Garden of Gethsemane.  “Then he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’” (Matthew 26:40-41) This
year the Prayer Vigil begins immediately after the Maundy
Thursday service, ending at noon on Good Friday.   Please sign up
to “stay awake with me one hour”, and spend time in prayer and
meditation at the Altar of Repose.  It’s important we know you are
coming, especially if you want to come overnight.

Good Friday commemorates the day of the
crucifixion.  During the Good Friday service
there is no celebration of the Eucharist
since this is far from being a day for
celebration of any kind.  Instead, the
congregation observes the Way of the Cross,
or the Stations of the Cross, during which we walk
with Him to His crucifixion, recounting the suffering of our Lord.
At 7 p.m. on Good Friday there will be simultaneous walks; one
will be outdoors and the other will be inside the nave.

Easter Sunday, a day of joyous celebration, is the most important
day of the Christian year, giving the total assurance of His identity
and of the reliability of His promises.  We celebrate our redemp-
tion by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the only son of
God, and pray “that we may evermore live with Him in the joy of
His resurrection.”   There is an Easter Egg hunt between services
on Easter Sunday.  If  you’d like to help us get ready for the hunt,
please bring plastic eggs filled with wrapped candy; we’d appreciate
it if  you bring the eggs on Palm Sunday.

We invite you to participate fully in Holy Week and
engage in the wonder and power of all that Christ did for
us. Make plans to attend Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
Stations of the Cross, the Prayer Vigil and of course
Easter Morning Services. W

Palm Sunday, when we remember and reenact Jesus’ arrival into the
Holy City, Jerusalem, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah (9:9)
concerning the coming of the Messiah: “Behold your King comes to
you, gentle, riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

Palm Sunday is called “Passion Sunday” because it begins the
week in which the events of the Passion (the betrayal and death of
the Lord) took place.  During the Palm Sunday services the
worshippers hold palm branches, form a symbolic procession and
participate in a reading of the gospel account of the trial and
crucifixion of Jesus.  This is also the day we collect the alms tins,
so remember to bring yours with you to service.

On each Wednesday leading up to Holy Week we participate
in “Soup, Scripture and Song” from 6-7 p.m., preceding the service
that begins at 7 p.m.  But there will be no service on Wednesday of
Holy Week, in preparation for the services that follow.

The Thursday of Holy Week is called Maundy Thursday, from
Middle English “maunde”, (ceremony of washing the feet of the
poor on this day), derived from Latin “novum mandatum” or
“new mandate”, because of the new commandment received from
Jesus in His words to the Apostles after washing their feet, “I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. (John 13:34).  Jesus
washed the feet of the apostles to teach them
the importance of humility and service.  Most
importantly, Maundy Thursday celebrates the
institution of the Eucharist.  During his Last
Supper Jesus gave us the greatest Gift of all, the
Gift of  Himself, in His Substance and Life, His Body and Blood.
It is because of this that Episcopalians celebrate the Eucharist as
their principal act of worship.  At the end of the service the altar is
stripped and the sanctuary is left barren of all decoration.  The
Stripping of the Altar reminds us that the Eucharist is not
celebrated until Easter.  In remembrance of our Lord’s
passion, the church’s observance of “Holy Communion”,
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Low Mass   A celebration of the Eucha-
rist in which the celebrant has no assist-
ing ministers and only a single server.
This form of ceremonial came into being
only when the medieval church decided
that all priests should celebrate the Mass
daily rather than merely assist; previously
the celebration with celebrant, deacon,
and subdeacon had been the standard
model.  Nevertheless the “low” version
of eucharistic ceremonial became the
standard form after the Reformation for
Catholic, Anglican, and Protestant tradi-
tions.  The older High Mass form is now
being recovered.
Low Sunday: The Sunday after Easter,
so called because, after all the special
services of Holy Week with their demand
for extra sermons and other out-of-the-
ordinary preparations, the Low Sunday
mood is relaxed and restful.  Seminar-
ians often get to preach on Low Sunday
to give the clergy a day off.
Ember Days: Four groups of three days,
specifically the Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday after the First Sunday in Lent,
Pentecost, Holy Cross Day (September
14), and St. Lucy’s Day (December 13),
which were set aside long ago as special
days for fasting.  They seem to have been
created to take over pagan festivals con-
nected with the annual cycle of the sea-
sons and harvests.  They are of such age
that although we no longer have St.
Lucy’s Day on our calendar, we still have
the Ember Days associated with her feast
day.  Now, the Ember Days are hardly
noticed except by seminarians and their
bishops, because seminarians are re-
quired to write their bishops Ember Day
letters at each of the Ember seasons.
These seasons are popular occasions for
ordinations. W

This month we look at some
terms that may be more
obscure because they are not
heard as often as others, as
defined in “A New Dictionary
for Episcopalians”, by The Rev.
John N. Wall, Jr.

Adult Class Series

Understanding God’s
Covenantal Promises

In March we continue the teaching
series that began in February and aims to
help each of us understand God’s initiatives
in establishing Covenants throughout
history and why they make a difference for
us.  Topics for each week are:

March 7 Promise – Abraham
March 14 Law – Moses
March 21 Kingdom – David
March 28 Consummation - Christ

Please join us Sunday mornings from
9:30 - 10:15 for this exploration of the
covenantal promises of God.  WWWWW

Friday, March 26

Newcomers, Please Come to the Gateway Dinner!
Are you new to the St. Paul Church Family?  We are so blessed by your presence!

Would you like to learn more about the church and how you can connect with all that’s
happening?  Great!  Then you don’t want to miss this opportunity.

Father Terry and Glenna will host a “Gateway Dinner” gathering at their house and
would love for you to be there.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know our
priest and his family (and others who are new to St. Paul) and to discuss the vision and
passion of our church.

Please join us at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, March 26.  And we ask that you call the
church office (972) 938-2126 and let us know you are coming! W

an ice-skating adventure.  Watching
the Winter Olympics has sparked the
desire to get out on the ice and show
off  our awesome moves (even if those
moves involve falling).  Summon your
inner “Ice King/Queen” (you don’t
have to wear any fancy spandex outfits)
and join us for all the fun. Cost of the
skating is $10.00

Also, all youth are encouraged to
gather every Sunday morning for
Liquid, the revolutionary Liquid
Bible Study DVD series, that translates
ancient stories into the language of
today’s culture.  The Youth gather
every Sunday between 9:30 and 10:15
(in the Youth room) for this special
class.  All sixth through twelve grade
youth are invited. W

Hits the ICE!SPY
Join us Sunday, March 21st

as we travel to the Galleria for

This month’s spa is
“Covered in God’s Robe”,
from 2 - 5 p.m. in the foyer

Sunday Spa for Women, Mar 14

area.  A light meal is served at 5 p.m.
Relax, through yoga and meditation;
Learn and be inspired by Carrie Boren;
and, Create  with knitting and crochet,
sometimes intuitive. Cost is $5 if you
pre-register by Wednesday, March 10, or
$10 if you pay at the door.  Ladies,
please come, and bring a friend! W

Mardi Gras! John Compton remains KING of
the dance.  Thank you to the ECW, Robyn Beye & all
those who worked so hard to make it another great year!
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7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Saturday

March       2010

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice7 p.m. Vestry

28 29 30 31 April 1 2 3

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.
Signage Committee

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

10:30 am

ECWECWECWECWECW

9:30 a.m.
DOK

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 p.m. BSA meets

22 23 24 25 26 27

7 p.m. Evening
Prayer

7:45 Choir Practice

21

15 16 17 18 19 20

8 AM

Men’s Breakfast

6:30 PM

Gateway
Dinner
FOR NEWCOMERS
at the Reisners

6-7 p.m.
Soup,
Scripture &
Song

6-7 p.m.
Soup,
Scripture &
Song

8 a.m.
Said Eucharist

9:15 a.m. Nursery Opens
9:30 a.m.

Sunday school for all ages

10:30 a.m.
Choral Eucharist

WSunday Worship

7 p.m. BSA meets

Financial  eaceP
7 PM

Dave Ramsey’s

Class 3 of 13

Financial  eaceP
7 PM

Dave Ramsey’s

Class 4 of 13

Financial  eaceP
7 PM

Dave Ramsey’s

Class 5 of 13

6-7 p.m.
Soup,
Scripture &
Song

6-7 p.m.
Soup,
Scripture &
Song

NO SERVICE

9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Church in use

2 p.m.
BSA Eagle Scout Ceremony
for Robbie Flair

Diocese Convention

7 p.m.
BSA Rountable

7 p.m.
BSA Committee

Financial  eaceP
7 PM

Dave Ramsey’s

Class 6 of 13

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

6 PM Soup Supper
7 PM Holy Eucharist

GOOD
FRIDAY

7 PM Way of the Cross
(Indoor or Outdoor)

14

For Women
Relax, Learn, Create, Rejuvenate!

2-5 PM, Meal to follow

Spring
Forward

DST
Begins

PRAYER VIGIL �Stay with Me One Hour�

remembering
The Passion of Our Lord

Palm Sunday
28

SUNDAY

APRIL 4

8:00 AM SAID EUCHARIST

10:30 AM CHORAL EUCHARIST

EEEEE aster SSSSS ervices

Easter Egg Hunt
Between Services

March Anniversaries
8 Carol & Fred Bryant

26 Julia & Bud Johnson

March Birthdays
1 Kyle Reisner
3 Terry Reisner

Sandra Thompson
5 Lisa Hurn
7 Josh Stewart
8 Frank Kracmer
9 Tony Isaacs

10 Sam Gagliano
11 Alyssa Childs

Sandra Isaacs
13 Aspen Ware
15 Rhonnie Tompkins
16 Kyle Perry

18 Laura Horodnyckye
19 Mildred Spear
25 Susana Stewart
26 Kevin Harris

Richard Ware
28 Ryan Madden

�������������������

SP Y
Ice Skating at the
Galleria, Dallas

Noon - 6 p.m.  BSA Banquet

10-Noon
Church in use

10-Noon
Church in use



Organizations & Committees
What They Do & Who to Call

ORGANIZATIONS

Daughters of the King (DOK)
..............................Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629

Women of Prayer, Meetings 1st Sat, 9:30 AM

Men’s Breakfast..........Ron Tarrant 972-937-1589
Breakfast for all men, 2nd Saturday, 8 AM

ECW..............Elizabeth Hamaker, 972-723-8042
All women meet 1st Saturday, 10:30 AM

Sr. Warden (2012).......Dick Jones, 972-923-1412
Jr. Warden (2011)...John Hamaker, 972-723-8042
Class of 2011.........Gloria Brown, 972-937-7710
Class of 2011..........Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629
Class of 2012.........Julia Johnson, 972-617-2934
Class of 2012..Daryl Anne Tillery, 972-937-7023
Class of 2013..........Pete Raynor, 972-268-5564
Class of 2013.........Sharon Smith, 972-937-3811
Class of 2013..Stephanie Walters, 214-663-4518
Clerk of Vestry......Denise Osteen, 214-587-7869
Treasurer........Rebecca Wellborn, 972-723-2921

Choir Director............Gloria Self, 972-937-4373
SPY.......Brittany & Victor Songer, 469-358-9254
Worship & Music. Chuck Fitzhugh, 214-668-0572
Layreaders................Larry Zuber, 972-775-4915
Acolytes..................Matt Perkins, 972-937-8077
Altar Guild...............Anne Tuley, 972-938-8024

VESTRY & Committees

THE EPISTLE

624 Ovilla Road
Waxahachie, Texas  75167

972-938-2126   st.paul@stpaulwaxahachie.org
www.stpaulwaxahachie.org

Member, Anglican Communion Network

Traditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical WorshipTraditional, Biblical Worship
in a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, lovingin a prayerful, loving

Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.Christian Community.

“Our Mission is to Love God, to
Love and Care for Others, and to

Grow the Church”

z

z

The Monthly Newsletter of

The Rev. Terry Reisner
Vicar

St . Paulchurch

2010 Annual Meeting Elects New Vestry Members
Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Luncheon immediately

following late service on Sunday, January 31.  We had a good turnout and enjoyed some delicious food!
It was all “Good News”, celebrating our events and growth of 2009, and announcing some of the

events already on our 2010 calendar.  We said “thank you” to retiring Vestry members Rae Tarrant, Steve
Walters, and Gary Wilson, and elected three new members to the Vestry Class of 2013, Pete Raynor,
Sharon Smith and Stephanie Walters.  Our new vestry met in retreat on Saturday, February 20 to begin the
process of continuing in growth, ministry and programs.

The Vestry for 2010 is shown here: Back Row, L to R, John Hamaker (Jr. Warden), Dick Jones (Sr.
Warden), Pete
Raynor, Stephanie
Walters, Gloria
Brown, Julia Johnson.
Front Row, L to R,
Carol Bryant, Sharon
Smith, Daryl Anne
Tillery.  Their contact
information is listed in
the left column of this
page, along with the
names of other
ministry leaders of the
church. W


