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Warming up by the fireplace?
The kids at the annual St. Paul Thanksgiving dinner found

their way to the hearth.  (We think they would have loved
roasting some marshmallows!) Thank you to Daryl Anne for
setting up the banquet table and “living room”.  It was a
wonderful day of thanks! W

Sunday, Jan 17

Annual Meeting of the Mission & Pot Luck Luncheon

Lay Eucharistic Visitors bring communion from the
Sunday service of worship to those who are incapable of
attending the regular service in church. We feel that
anyone who is in physical distress and desires receiving
Communion should be able to do so. The consecrated
bread and wine are taken from the worship service to the
home, hospital room or group living center of the person
who cannot attend services. This allows those who are
home-bound to participate in the common (community)
worship of Our Lord.

Anyone who is interested in becoming a LEV is
invited to a training session on Tuesday, January 12 from
7-9 p.m.  You don’t have to have any prior training or
experience to participate in this ministry.

Once a LEV arrives, they offer cheerful news, inquire
about the person’s week, and talk about the service. If  the
person is well enough, they will read the lessons and
Prayers of the People and provide a summary of the
sermon. If  the person is not well enough for this, they
leave the information for later use. The service of
Receiving Communion under Special Circumstances
consists of a few simple prayers followed by offering the
person and his or her family the opportunity to share
communion. W

A Pot Luck Luncheon will kick off  our Annual
Meeting of the Mission on Sunday, January 17 immediately
following late service. Please bring a main dish, side dish,
dessert or salad to share.

A slide show celebrating the work and fellowship of
2009 is our way of presenting “a full and faithful account”,
as required by the Canons of our Diocese. We’ll also hear a
report of  our financial situation.

A nominating committee will present a slate of
candidates to the Annual Meeting in January, 2010 to elect
three new Vestry members, who will replace outgoing
members Rae Tarrant, Junior Warden Steve Walters, and

Senior Warden Gary Wilson.  As you consider the
candidates, remember that Vestry members are spiritual
leaders who are committed to building up the Body of
Christ so that it can be an effective instrument of mission
and ministry in the world. Under Fr. Terry’s leadership, the
Vestry sets the bar for where we discern God is leading
our congregation, and monitors the progress we make
towards our goal. The work of the Vestry can be
simultaneously invigorating and exhausting, exciting and
frustrating, challenging and rewarding, but always a
blessing of service.  According to the by-laws of St. Paul,
our convention delegates will be chosen from the Vestry;
they will represent us at two conventions in 2010: a special
convention held in the Spring and the annual convention
in October.

Please plan to attend this meeting and hear the
mission ministry goals for 2010. W

Tuesday, Jan 12

Training for Pastoral Care Visitation



2

Who really was in that stable?  The com-
mon portrayal of that first Christmas in
Bethlehem pictures Mary, Joseph, the
Baby, shepherds, and three Wise Men at
the manger. But, according to Scripture,
the Wise Men never knelt at the manger.
Most scholars agree that the Wise Men
didn’t visit the baby Jesus until one or
possibly one-and-a-half years after his
birth. There is no mention of the pres-
ence of the Wise Men in the Gospel of
Luke. What is more, in order to find their
way, the Wise Men not only had to sight
the new star that appeared in the heav-
ens but also had to interpret its mean-
ing. They would have been hard-pressed
to reach the manger in time for the birth.
The visit of the Wise Men is more ap-
propriately celebrated at Epiphany, rather
than at Christmas.
What is Epiphany?  Epiphany has been
celebrated by the Church since the fourth
century. The word comes from the Greek
epiphaneia, meaning "appearance" or
"manifestation." Christians regard the
Wise Men’s visit as a symbol that Christ
was born not for one group of people
only, but that he was the "light of the
World" (John 8:12). Consequently, the
celebration of Epiphany is sometimes
called the "Festival of Lights".  The Wise
Men or Magi who brought gifts to the
child Jesus were the first Gentiles to ac-
knowledge Jesus as "King" and so were
the first to "show" or "reveal" Jesus to a
wider world as the incarnate Christ. This
act of worship by the Magi, which corre-
sponded to Simeon’s blessing that this
child Jesus would be "a light for revela-
tion to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), was
one of the first indications that Jesus came
for all people, of all nations, of all races,
and that the work of God in the world
would not be limited to only a few. W

Looking at Seasons of the
Church, we explore Epiphany,
beginning with some
information from “The
Christian Book of Why” by
        John C. McCollister.

Let Us Begin. . .
From our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our VicarFrom our Vicar

Mother Teresa said: “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come.  We
only have today.  Let us begin.”

As we start this new calendar year I am calling on the church family of St.
Paul to renew our passion for fulfilling our Mission – Love God, Love and Care
for Others, and Grow the Church.

Praying and reflecting on the statement from Mother Teresa and knowing
the passion of the leadership here at St. Paul Church, I am convinced that we are
at an exciting time in the life of our church family.  Today we are committed to
God as our Lord – We love Him. And we are committed to His calling on our
lives to partner with Him to Love and Serve others.  I believe God is going to do
mighty and amazing things in and through us individually and as a whole.  I
believe that we are at time and place where we will experience a new beginning
and new outpouring of God’s mercies and blessings, because we are going to be
focusing on what we are called to do NOW.   The best answer to what God is
calling us to do now is in His summary of the Law - Love God with our whole
heart, soul and mind, and to love others as our selves.   Love God, Love and
Care for Others.  If  we focus on doing these things with passion and priority we
will see His Kingdom grow in us and around us.

Let us begin again this year – NOW – to do all that God has called us to do
and to become all that God has called us to become.  To God be the Glory.

Fr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. Terry+

You may have heard Dave Ramsey’s radio program and been inspired.  Financial
Peace University (FPU) is Dave's life-changing program that teaches you to achieve your
financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the future, and giving like never before.
You will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for your money and change your
family tree forever!

The goal of Financial Peace University is not just information—it is transforma-
tion. On average, class participants pay off  $5,300 in debt and save $2,700 in just 90
days. More than one million families have attended FPU with amazing results.

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 13-week video curriculum, taught by Dave
Ramsey, that incorporates small-group discussions to encourage accountability and
discipleship. FPU is entertaining for everyone, with a unique combination of humor,
informative financial advice and biblical messages.

Karen Lux (who took the first course we hosted) is a believer in the program and
excited to host a new session, which begins on Thursday, February 18, 2010.  All ages
benefit from FPU, but young couples especially can learn skills and techniques that will
allow them to put kids through college and be able to retire more than comfortably.
There is a fee for the class, which covers the cost of all the materials and books that you
will need to work the program.

As Dave says, you’ll learn how to live like no one else so you can Live!  like no
one else. W

Beginning in February

Financial Peace Comes with Transformation
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On Saturday, February 13, the Annual Rural Church Gathering will
take place at St. Phillip’s in Sulphur Springs.  This Diocese event, brings
small churches together to share ideas to spread the kingdom.  The idea of
the gathering is founded on the need for churches with similar size and
community visibility, to be able to gather information from their “peer”.

The enthusiasm, energy and spirit of the rural churches is inspira-
tional!  This year the speakers are Bob Slocum, who will present a program
for developing lay-led Bible study (we’re told that Mr. Slocum also plays
guitar and sings the Psalms like Willie Nelson);  Dan Wilson, who will
present a program on stewardship (Dan comes from a larger church in the
Diocese but reports that he wants to be more involved with the rural
churches because he can learn so much from them!); and, the Rev. Ally
Perry, who  will speak about revitalization in the  church.  She is Vicar of
St. John the Apostle in Pottsboro, recently relocated to a new facility.

St. Paul is no longer considered a rural church, but we’ve been there
so we’re called a “mentor” church.  If you’d like to attend the Gathering,
please call the office.  (972-938-2126) We’ll make sure you have a
reservation!  W

Friday, Jan 22

Research (and plain common sense) shows that date
nights are an important part of  strong marriages. So…we
invite you to a special date night and a great way to bless
and strengthen your marriage.  St. Paul Church is hosting
its first Couples’ Night Out at 7 p.m. on Friday, January 22.

The theme for this special night is “Two To Tango”:
Building Teamwork in Marriage.  Marriage is a beautiful
dance when there is true teamwork.  But without
teamwork it can get out of sync.

Are you and your partner dancing as one? or tripping
over each other’s feet?  The evening is intended to help all
couples stay “in step” with each other, and give us all an
opportunity for some fun and romance.

Couples NCouples NCouples NCouples NCouples Nightightightightight
OutOutOutOutOut

We invite you to gather at
the church at 7:00 p.m. for a 20-
minute introduction program
and then you and your partner
will go out on the town for a
dinner date. And, one blessed
couple will win a free meal as a
door prize!  Child care and
children’s programming will be
provided so you don’t even need
to arrange a babysitter.

This will be a wonderful event, and a great opportunity
to strengthen your relationship, so please join us! W

“Two to Tango”: Couples Date Night Builds Teamwork

On the first Saturday of every month the women of
the church meet.  The group is called the ECW (Episcopal
Church Women) -- but it is not an exclusive club.  In fact,
every woman who goes to this church is a member of the

ECW.
So why

do they meet?
The ECW is
the group that
hosts Mardi
Gras and the
Annual
Christmas
Dinner Party.
And they cook

breakfast for the men on the second Saturday of every
month.  They also make sure there are Sunday morning
treats, and provide for all the receptions that celebrate the
Confirmations and Baptisms of our members.  And they
raise money for outreach, and to help our church out when
we’re in need and there’s no budget to cover the need.
They also sponsor the Sunday Spa, and they hosted the
Diocese Women’s retreat in May, 2009.

The ECW has always said, “Our work is our Fellow-
ship”.  They enjoy getting together and doing the work of
fellowship for our church family.    Last year they also
began hosting brunches with special programs for all the
women of the church who are unable to attend one of the
monthly business meetings.

Join the Women of the Church: Worker Bees Having Fun!
In February they will host Mardi Gras.  The women

cook (and recruit the men to fry fish!), decorate, sell tickets,
and generally make it all happen.  Now is the time to
volunteer to help -- and have fun doing it.

All women are encouraged to attend a regular meeting.
It’s always on the newsletter calendar but it’s easy to
remember -- the first Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

Ladies, please join us!  W

ECW Meets Sat, Jan 2

Rural Churches Gather on Feb 13
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January Happenings

Upcoming Events . . .Adult Class Series

SPY

SPY (St. Paul Youth, grades 6 through 12) meets
every other Wednesday night.  Brittany & Victor
Songer lead this night of fun and learning.

Boar’s Head & Yule Log Festival, Jan 2
Since 1976, University Christian Church in Fort Worth

has concluded the Christmas season with the magnificent
Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival! A multi-generational
cast of over 300 has re-enacted the ancient celebration,
which marks the end of the twelve days of Christmas,
also known as The Epiphany.

We will depart from the church at 3 p.m.  Call the
office (972-938-2126) to confirm you’re coming with us
for this incredible holiday celebration.

Bishop’s Ball, Jan 16
The Annual Valentine’s Dance for all Diocesan

Youth (and their friends) in grades 9 - 12. From all
reports everyone has a great time at the Ball.  Call the
office if you’d like to attend.

Also… all youth are encouraged to gather every
Sunday morning for Liquid, the revolutionary Liquid
Bible Study DVD series, that translates ancient stories
into the language of today’s culture.  The Youth gather

every Sunday between 9:30 and 10:15 (in the Youth

room) for this special class.  All sixth through twelve

grade youth are invited. W

Becoming a Good Samaritan
Jesus summed up God’s commandments for His

people by saying: “Thou shall love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment.  The second is
like unto it:  Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.”

When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He
responded by telling the story of the Good Samaritan.
This six-session study series is designed to open our eyes
to the needs of our “neighbors” and inspire our hearts to
respond to them with expediency, with compassion, and
with love.  We invite you to join us Sunday mornings as we
explore how to live out Christ’s love in world-changing
ways, right now, right where we live. W

Men’s Service Project, Saturday, Jan 9
On Saturday, January 9, after our monthly men’s breakfast,

we will be heading over to the Common Ground Ministry facility on
the East side of Waxahachie to do a special service project.  Common
Ground was given a metal climber and a slide, but they are in great
need of a face-lift.  Our task is to sand and paint the equipment to
make them look wonderful again for all the kids.  Bring a paintbrush
and join us for this opportunity to bless our community. W

St. Arnold’s Assemblage, Jan 14
St. Arnold is credited with saying; “From man’s sweat and God’s

love, beer came into the world.”  Please join us for our monthly
gathering as we attempt to protect our
hearts, minds and lives from the
“plague” of ungodly and hazardous
influences.  We will have hearty
discussions on theological ideas,
concepts and foundations that shape our Christian worldview.
Thursday, January 14,  7 to 9 PM. W

St. Arnold’s
Assemblage

Sunday Spa for Women, Jan 10
Sunday Spa for January is “Resolu-

tions”, Sunday, January 10, from 2 - 5 p.m.
in the foyer area.  A light meal is served at
5 p.m. (And we’re getting a reputation for
having great food!)    Relax, through yoga

and meditation; Learn and be inspired by The Rev.
Anita Slovak; and, Create  through intuitive painting as
Michele Mikesell guides us as we “feel our way through
the colors” Cost is $5 if you pre-register by Wednesday,
January 6, or $10 if you pay at the door.  Ladies, please
come, and bring a friend! W

Everyday Mission

Supporting Local Outreach
Thank you to everyone who donated to Common Ground

Ministry’s Christmas program.  Your gifts have helped parents
to provide (with dignity) for their children at Christmas time.

The outreach agencies we support, Waxahachie CARE,
Common Ground, and WRC, provide important services in our
community.  CARE provides help for the working poor, Com-
mon Ground provides tutoring and after-school programs for
disadvantaged children, and WRC provides support and training
for young mothers and women in transition.  Thank for helping
strengthen our community!  W
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7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

7 p.m.
SIGN AGE

COMMITTEE

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Saturday

January    2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m.Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

NO SERVICE
TONIGHT

7 p.m. Vestry
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

7 p.m. BSA meets

February Birthdays
1 Kris Middlebrooks
6 Karen Lockridge

Kyle Osteen
Ted Rodgers

8 Lucille Carmical
Brittany Songer

9 Sue Batson
Jennifer Sloan
Ron Smith

10 Bonnie Franks
11 Danielle DeNicola
13 Teresa Smart

���������������

7 p.m.
Worship
Committee Meets

       7-9 PM
St. Arnold’s
Assemblage7 p.m.

LEV
Training

7 p.m.
Joint Meeting
Finance &
Vestry

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10:30 am

ECWECWECWECWECW

9:30 a.m.
DOK

3 p.m.  Depart for:
The Boar’s Head and

Yule Log Festival
Ft. Worth

1 2

11 12 13 14 15 16

9

EEEEE piphany DDDDD ay

S pecial W orship
7 p.m. Holy Eucharist

13

8 AM

Men’s Breakfast
and

Project

7 p.m. BSA meets

Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting
of the Mission,

Vestry Elections &
Pot Luck Luncheon

after Late Service

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

7 p.m.
Couples NCouples NCouples NCouples NCouples Nightightightightight

OutOutOutOutOut

8 a.m.
Said Eucharist

9:15 a.m. Nursery Opens
9:30 a.m.

Sunday school for all ages

10:30 a.m.
Choral Eucharist

WSunday Worship

January Birthdays
3 Mary Frank

Sandy Smart
7 Katy Denicola
8 Michael Bell

11 Pete Raynor
12 JoAnn Allen

Emma Davis
20 Martha Vansyckle
21 John Compton
22 Kate Aris

James Hollingsworth
28 Donna Palmer

January Anniversaries
7 Linda & Tim Beyer
9 Mattie & Phil Wood

26 Susan & Chris Rominger

SP Y
Annual
Bishop’s Ball

16

Party!
Begins 9 p.m.

16 Alaina Johnson
17 Evan Doonan
18 Bill Doonan
20 Alica Compton

Donna Kracmer
22 Julia Johnson

Bill Vansyckle
24 Tim Beyer

Stacey Edgette
26 Lisa Doonan

Jeanie Shivers

February Anniversaries
2 Sharron & Michael Hartley
9 Debbie & Ronnie Morris

17 Donna & Frank Kracmer
23 Martha & Bill Vansyckle

Look Out for February!Look Out for February!Look Out for February!Look Out for February!Look Out for February!
Ash WEDNESDAY

Lent Begins Feb 17

Mardi Gras
  Cajun Supper Feb 16For Women

Feb 14

Financial  eace
Begins Feb 18

P
Dave Ramsey’s

For Women
Relax, Learn, Create, Rejuvenate!

2-5 PM, Meal to follow

10
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“Our Mission is to Love God, to
Love and Care for Others, and to

Grow the Church”

z

z

The Monthly Newsletter of

The Rev. Terry Reisner
Vicar

Organizations & Committees
What They Do & Who to Call

ORGANIZATIONS

Daughters of the King (DOK)
..............................Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629

Women of Prayer, Meetings 1st Sat, 9:30 AM

Men’s Breakfast..........Ron Tarrant 972-937-1589
Breakfast for all men, 2nd Saturday, 8 AM

ECW..............Elizabeth Hamaker, 972-723-8042
All women meet 1st Saturday, 10:30 AM

Sr. Warden..............Gary Wilson, 972-617-5441
Jr. Warden..............Steve Walters, 214-663-4528
Class of 2010...........Rae Tarrant, 972-937-1589
Class of 2011.........Gloria Brown, 972-937-7710
Class of 2011..........Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629
Class of 2011........John Hamaker, 972-723-8042
Class of 2012..........Julia Johnson, 972-617-2934
Class of 2012.............Dick Jones, 972-923-1412
Class of 2012.. Daryl Anne Tillery, 972-937-7023
Clerk of Vestry......Denise Osteen, 214-587-7869
Treasurer........Rebecca Wellborn, 972-723-2921

Choir Director............Gloria Self, 972-937-4373
SPY.......Brittany & Victor Songer, 469-358-9254
Worship & Music.Chuck Fitzhugh, 214-668-0572
Layreaders................Larry Zuber, 972-775-4915
Acolytes..................Matt Perkins, 972-937-8077
Altar Guild................Anne Tuley, 972-938-8024

VESTRY & Committees

St . Paulchurch

Dancing the night away at the Annual Christmas Dinner Party . . .
Daryl Anne and her team decked our halls and she decked herself out in Victoriana.  Our “Two Dudes
a’Chillin’ “ provided tunes.  A good meal and a good time was had by all.  Thank you to the Women
of the Church who hosted the party, and thank you to everyone who came and made this another
night to remember!


