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Preparing our Hearts for Joyful Celebration
The Christian Radio station KLTY recently had a

“Christmas preview weekend”.  Friday through
Sunday they played Christmas music exclusively.  The
station traditionally provides a full Christmas music
play list from Thanksgiving through Christmas Day,
but this preview seemed over the top because it was
done in early November.  I have to tell you, I love
Christmas Music…but not this early in the month.
We were still almost two months from Christmas!
And don’t get me started on all the stores that had
Christmas items everywhere before Halloween.

These examples are a great reminder of why I love
(and am so very thankful for) the liturgical seasons of
the Church year.  Our society loses so much meaning,
significance and enjoyment in the celebration of major
Christian celebrations like Christmas because they
don’t engage in the preparation designed to enhance
them. We seem way too preoccupied in life with the
celebration and not enough in the preparation.

The season of Advent is a
four week journey that leads us
to that greatest of moments
when the birth of the Savior
Jesus in the manger at Bethlehem
happens. I want each and every
Christian to go through these
days of anticipation so that they arrive at Christmas
worship services ready to shout “Joy To The World”
with the choir of Heavenly Angels.

I pray that you and your family will join us for
worship during this Advent season and I pray that
together we prepare our hearts for a truly joyful
Christmas celebration.     Fr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. TerryFr. Terry+

Sunday, Dec 6

Celebrating our Faith Promise

On Sunday, December 6 we will celebrate our spirit
of  Christian Fellowship.

This is the day our Faith Promises will be made to the
glory of God and the building of His Kingdom.  Please
bring your completed Faith Promise card for collection
that day.  If  you mail it to the office, it will be included in
the collection for a blessing at the altar.  (As always, Faith
Promise cards can be received at any time during the year.) W

O God
our loving creator and giver of all good things,

bless our congregation, strengthen our face and grant us
the spirit of Christian Stewardship

so that we may give generously of our Time, Talent and Treasure
to the spreading of Your Kingdom here and in our community

and throughout the world.
This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.  Amen.

It was a beautiful day when the cross went on the roof!
There was a slight wind (brisk breeze) and beautiful sunshine for the

first time in weeks.  The crew on the roof were careful and patient.  And
those praying on the ground were diligent.

Praise God for the gifts we receive!
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Why do Christians celebrate Christmas?:
Christians celebrate Christmas as the
birthday of their Lord, Jesus Christ.  The
word �Christmas� is a contraction of the
phrase �Christ�s mass,� i.e., a service of
worship honoring the Christ child.
Why was Christmas not celebrated by
Christians of the Early Church?:  Chris-
tians of the first century did not celebrate
the festival honoring the birth of Jesus
for the same reason they honored no
other birthday.  At that time Christians
believed the celebration of all birthdays
(even the Lord�s) was a custom of the
pagans.  In an effort to divorce them-
selves from all pagan practices, the early
Christians refused to set aside a date
marking Jesus� birth.  As a result, the first
celebration of Christmas by Christians did
not take place until the fourth century.
Why do Christians wish each other
“Merry Christmas”? The word �merry�
is an old English term meaning �blessed,�
as intended to be used in the famous
phrase �merry old England.�  When
Christians wish each other �Merry Christ-
mas�, they are wishing their friends and
neighbors a �blessed Christmas�.
Why are gifts exchanged at Christmas?
Exchanging Christmas gifts began long
before December 25 was named the of-
ficial date of Christmas. Romans cel-
ebrated �Rebirth of the Unconquerable
Sun� on Dec 25 and Roman parents
added to the festivities by giving presents
to their children.  When the Church
adopted December 25 as the day to cel-
ebrate the birth of Christ, one reason was
to allow �outlawed� Christians to observe
the event without being conspiciuous.
Gift-giving was part of the cover-up and
the tradition remains.   W

Looking at some “not trivia”
of our faith, we explore the
traditions and history of
Christmas, from “The
Christian Book of Why”
by John C. McCollister.

Adult Class Series

So, What’s the Question?
Join us as we continue our teaching series entitled:

“Questions to All Your Answers”.  This discussion based
series is open to all adults and has inspired some great
conversation. So be there with us between 9:30 and 10:15
each Sunday morning.

Questions to All Your Answers
Dec 6 Jesus is Coming Soon:  So why are you buying life insurance?

Dec 13 All Sins are Equal:  So is reusing a stamp as bad as murder?
Dec 20 God Has a Perfect Plan for your Life:  So what if you miss it?

To Our St.
Paul Church
Family,

Thank you,
thank you, for
all your
prayers, notes,
and well
wishes during
our illnesses.

Bonnie &
Vaughn Franks

     The St. Paul Church family will be helping again this year
with Bethlehem Revisited on December 13. We are looking
for people who would like to join in on the fun on two
different shifts. Your duties would include greeting people as
they enter Bethlehem and saying good-bye at the exit,
watching donations and counting people. The first shift is
from 5:45 until 7:15 and the second is from 7:15 until 9:15.

Please contact the church office or Steve and Stephanie Walters (214-663-4528) to
volunteer, or for more information.

Bethlehem Revisited is a full representation of life in Bethlehem when Christ was
born. It includes replications of homes, shops, and other facilities authentic to the time
period.  Costumed characters act out roles of merchants, clergy, soldiers and other
inhabitants. It is open Friday through Sunday, 6 - 9 p.m., on the first 2 weekends of
December. Admission is free; donations are welcome. Tour Bethlehem Revisited,
located behind Central Prebyterian Church, 402 N. College St. in Waxahachie, and walk
the street of ancient Bethlehem as they were the night of Christ’s birth. W

Don’t Forget
Advent Event, Nov 29, 9:15 – 10:15
Our annual all-ages event where we gather as a whole family to
create Advent crafts and activities.

Sunday, Dec 20

What do you mean, “Greening of the Church”?
After late service on the fourth Sunday of Advent, members of the
congregation are invited to come together for "Greening of the
church" -- decorating it for the festival of Christmas.  All the decora-
tions are provided, and you don’t have to be an accomplished decora-
tor to help.  We hang garland, place poinsettias and Christmas trees

and prepare the nave and sanctuary for our glorious Christmas celebration.  It’s a big
job, and every pair of hands is welcome.  Lunch will be provided.  If  you want to help,
please call Rebecca 972-723-2921, or the office.  W

Sunday, Dec 13

Volunteer to Welcome Visitors to Bethlehem
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7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

7 p.m. BSA meets

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Saturday

December Anniversaries
16 Amy & Chuck Aris
19 Yolanda & John Brady
20 JoAnn & Doug Emory
21 Sandy & Sam Bell
27 Michelle & Doug Hurn
29 Denise & Roscoe Osteen
31 Jennifer & Stephen Sloan

December 20092009200920092009
10:30 am

ECWECWECWECWECW

9:30 a.m.
DOK Nov 29 30 Dec 1 2 3 4 5

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. BSA meets

7 p.m. Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

7 p.m. Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

7 p.m. Vestry

27 28 29 30 31

6 7 8 9 10 11

7 p.m. BSA meets

December Birthdays
3 Justin Brown

Robert Wellborn
Emma Wooley

4 Samantha Wooley
6 BJ Hopgood

Michelle Hurn
8 Wendy Berry
9 Judy Geeslin

10 Susan Boyd
Daniel Hamaker

12 Marjorie Andrea
15 Yolanda Brady
16 Kathy Harris

�����������������

17 Kate Roberson
Katy Rose Ryan

20 Ray Brown
21 Kathy Magers
22 John Hamaker

Rebecca Wellborn
23 Carol Raynor

Garrett Ryan
26 Tom McAfee
27 Hank Perkins
28 Rita LeNoir
31 Vaughn Franks

Ronnie Morris

7 p.m. BSA troop
committee meets

For Women
Relax, Learn, Create, Rejuvenate!

2-5 PM, Meal to follow
14 15 16 17 18 19

Blessing
of the
Motorcycles

Advent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent EventAdvent Event
 9:15-10:15 a.m.
After
late service:

13

Bethlehem
Revisted 5:45-7:15 PM

GrGrGrGrGreening of theeening of theeening of theeening of theeening of the
ChurChurChurChurChurchchchchch

Volunteers
welcome!

after
late service Office Closed for Christmas Dec 24 - Jan 5

Wedding 4:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
Wedding Rehearsal

Office Closed for Christmas Dec 24 - Jan 5

7 p.m. Healing
Holy Eucharist

7:45 Choir Practice

8 AM
Men’s Breakfast

12

19

January Anniversaries
7 Linda & Tim Beyer
9 Mattie & Phil Wood

26 Susan & Chris Rominger

January Birthdays
3 Mary Frank

Sandy Smart
7 Katy Denicola
8 Michael Bell

11 Pete Raynor
12 JoAnn Allen

Emma Davis
20 Martha Vansyckle
21 John Compton
22 Kate Aris

James Hollingsworth
28 Donna Palmer

6 p.m.

eedlepoint

AnnualAnnualAnnualAnnualAnnual
ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas
DinnerDinnerDinnerDinnerDinner
PPPPPartyartyartyartyarty

6 p.m

7:00 p.m.
Outside Event
Church in Use

Enjoy wassail
and cookies
after services

9:30 a.m. - 5 :00 p.m.
Outside Event
Church in Use

NO
SERVICE
TODAY

Christmas
Eve

Rejoice in Worship!
5PM Family Service
10PM Concert
11PM Midnight Mass

Pot Luck Supper
Annual Meeting
Vestry Elections

Coming in JanuaryComing in JanuaryComing in JanuaryComing in JanuaryComing in January

For Women
January 10, 2010

NO
SERVICE
TODAY
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“Our Mission is to Love God,
to Love and Care for Others,
and to Grow the Church”

z

z

The Monthly Newsletter of

The Rev. Terry Reisner
Vicar

ST. PAUL
CHURCH

Saturday, Dec 12

Organizations & Committees
What They Do & Who to Call

ORGANIZATIONS

Daughters of the King (DOK)
..............................Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629

Women of Prayer, Meetings 1st Sat, 9:30 AM

Men’s Breakfast..........Ron Tarrant 972-937-1589
Breakfast for all men, 2nd Saturday, 8 AM

ECW..............Elizabeth Hamaker, 972-723-8042
All women meet 1st Saturday, 10:30 AM

Sr. Warden..............Gary Wilson, 972-617-5441
Jr. Warden..............Steve Walters, 214-663-4528
Class of 2010...........Rae Tarrant, 972-937-1589
Class of 2011.........Gloria Brown, 972-937-7710
Class of 2011..........Carol Bryant, 972-938-8629
Class of 2011........John Hamaker, 972-723-8042
Class of 2012..........Julia Johnson, 972-617-2934
Class of 2012.............Dick Jones, 972-923-1412
Class of 2012.. Daryl Anne Tillery, 972-937-7023
Clerk of Vestry......Denise Osteen, 214-587-7869
Treasurer........Rebecca Wellborn, 972-723-2921

Choir Director............Gloria Self, 972-937-4373
SPY.......Brittany & Victor Songer, 972-937-4887
Worship & Music.Chuck Fitzhugh, 214-668-0572
Layreaders................Larry Zuber, 972-775-4915
Acolytes..................Matt Perkins, 972-937-8077
Altar Guild................Anne Tuley, 972-938-8024

VESTRY & Committees

This year we host our second annual St. Columban Day
Celebration, honoring the patron saint of motorcyclists.
There will be a Blessing of the motorcycles after late
service on Sunday, November 29.  We�re inviting as
many riders as we can, asking them to gather on the

Blessing of the
  Motorcycles

The Rt. Rev. William C. Frey will speak on “Sharing the Good News Today: From
One Evangelist to Another” from 3-5 p.m. on Saturday, December 12 at Diocese House
(the office of the Bishop), 1630 N. Garrett Avenue in Dallas.

Bp. Frey, retired Bishop of Guatamala and Colorado, is an inspirational speaker,
who talks of evangelism with clarity and humor.  Anyone who wants to hear more
about evangelizing in our Episcopal church today should try to hear his talk.  Call the
Diocese office (214) 826-8310 to let them know you are coming. W

parking lot with their bikes for their blessing. Please come, and invite your
motorcycle friends and neighbors to join us! W

Sunday, Nov 29

Sharing the Good News in the Church Today

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF DALLAS
ANGLICAN COMMUNION NETWORK


