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Preparing our Hearts for Joyful (

The Christian &lio stdon KLTY recenty had a
“Christmas paview weelend”. Fiday through
Sundg they played Christmas usic ecusiel. The
stdion traditionaly provides a full Christmasusic
play list flom Thanksgiing though Christmas Da
but this peview seemedwer the top because iasv
done in edy November | have to tell pu, | love
Christmas Musichbut not this early in the month.
We were still almost tavmonths fom Christmas!
And dorit get me stded on all the stes thahad
Christmas items/erywhere bebre Hallaveen.

The season ckdvent is a
four week jouney thd leads us
to tha gredest of moments
when the bih of the Saior
Jesus in the mansga Bethlehem &4
hgpens| want eals and gery
Christian to g through these
days of anticipéion so thathey arive d Chrlstmas
worship sevices ead to shoutJoy To The World”
with the @oir of Heavrenly Angels

| pray tha you and gur family will join usdr

These gamples @& a ged reminder ofwhy | love worship during thi&dvent season and Igrthd
(and am soery thankful 6r) the litugical seasons of together ve pepate our heds for a tuly joyful

the Chuch year Our society loses sauth meaning

signifcance and enjment in the cdbeation of major

Christian celwations like Christmas becauseythe

dorit engge in the pepaiaion designed to enhance

them.We seem &y too peoccupied in & with the
celdration and not enough in theepastion.

Christmas celebration.Fvr. Terr5+

Sunday, Dec 6
Celebrating our Faith P

It was a beautiful day when the cross ws

There was a slight wind (brisk breeze) and beautiful sunshine for the
first time in weeks. The crew on the roof were careful and patient. And
those praying on the ground were diligent.

Praise God for the gifts we receive!

Nt on theﬁ?—@;@ﬁ’;@?—:\f%\
> 0 God z

our loving creator and giver of all good things,
bless our congregation, strengthen our face and grant us
the spirit of Christian Stewardship

so that we may give generously of our Time, Talent and Treasure
to the spreading of Your Kingdom here and in our community
and throughout the world.
This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

On Sundg December 6 /will celbrate our spirit
of Christian Ellonship

This is the daour Fith Pomises will be made to the
gory of God and the tlding of His Kingdom. Please
bring yur completed &th Pomise cat for collection
tha day. If you mail it to the dice it will be intuded in
the collectiondr a bessing tathe altar (As ahaysFRaith
Promise cards caaceed at any time duringahé y




Looking at some “not td
of our faith, we explorg the
traditions and history
Christmas, from “The
Christian Book of Why.,
by John C. McColliste] B

Why do Christians celebrate G S

Christians celebrate Christmas as the
birthday of their Lord, Jesus Christ. The
word “Christmas” is a contraction of the
phrase “Christ’s mass,” i.e., a service of
worship honoring the Christ child.

Why was Christmas not celeﬁ{ﬁgg
Christians of the Early Ghistrchys,

tians of the first century did not celebrate
the festival honoring the birth of Jesus
for the same reason they honored no
other birthday. At that time Christians
believed the celebration of all birthdays
(even the Lord’s) was a custom of the
pagans. In an effort to divorce them-
selves from all pagan practices, the early
Christians refused to set aside a date
marking Jesus’ birth. Asaresult, the first
celebration of Christmas by Christians did
not take place until the fourth century.

Why do Christians wish eadf)

“Merry ChristnTasi®rd “merry”
is an old English term meaning “blessed,”
as intended to be used in the famous
phrase “merry old England.” When
Christians wish each other “Merry Christ-
mas”, they are wishing their friends and
neighbors a “blessed Christmas”.

Why are gifts exchanged at C

Exchanging Christmas gifts began long
before December 25 was named the of-
ficial date of Christmas. Romans cel-
ebrated “Rebirth of the Unconquerable
Sun” on Dec 25 and Roman parents
added to the festivities by giving presents
to their children. When the Church
adopted December 25 as the day to cel-
ebrate the birth of Christ, one reason was
to allow “outlawed" Christians to observe
the event without being conspiciuous.
Gift-giving was part of the cover-up and
the tradition remains. ¢
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?fday, Dec 13

olunteer to Welcome Visitors to B

The StPaul Chuch family will be helpinggain this gar
with Bethlehem &isited on December 18k ae looking
for people Wwo would like to join in on the fun on tw
different shiftsYour duties wuld indude geeting people as
they enter Bethlehem and/ise god-bye d the «it,
waching donéons and counting peoplene frst shift is
from 5:45 until 7:15 and the second is from 7:15 until 9:15.
Please contact thbuch office or Stee and StgghaniéWaltes (214-663-4528) to
volunteeyor for more information.

Bethlehem &isited is a fullepresentton of life in Bethlehemhen Christ as
bom. It includes eplicaions of homesshopsand otherdcilities authentic to the time
erioa. Costumedltamactes act outales of merchants demy, soldies and other
_ aRYs It is open Fday through Sunda6 - 9 pm.,on the frst 2 veelends of
ecemberAdmission is &e;dondions ae welcomeTour Bethlehem &isited,
locded behind Cerail Pebyterian Chuh, 402 N Collgge Stin Waxahalgie and valk
the steet ofancient Bethlehem asytheere the night ofChrists bith. ¢

Sunday, Dec 20

What do you mean, “Greening of the

After lae sevice on thedurth Sundg of Advent,membes of the
congegation ae irvited to come tgether or "Greening ofthe
church" -- decoating it for the £stval of ChristmasAll the decaa-
tions ae piovided,and ypu dorit have to be an accomplished deeor
tor to help We hang giand,place poinsettias and Christmesdr
and pepare the nge and sanctuafor our dorious Christmas celetion. It's a big
b,o'ﬁlﬂgraery pair ofhands is elcome Lund will be povided. If you want to help

please calldRecca 972-723-292t the ofice ¢

Don’t Forget To Our St.
Advent Event, N@¥22910:1% 541 church

e Advent ot aciies e EmY | Eamily,
hrigeledt Class Series Thanky);%u, o
] o~ ’
So, What's the Questitftjey
Questions 1ol vour Ansners This discession basel PTAYETS, notes,
series is open to all adults and has @spome igd and We”

(u]

corversdion. So be ther with us beteaen 9:30 and 10:1F
eat Sundg moming

wishes during

Questions to All Your Answers our ilinesses,

Dec 6 Jesus is ComingS&okyrare you buying life insurance?
Dec 13 All Sins are Epiigkeusing a stamp as bad as murder?
Dec 20 God Has a Perfect Plan foSyehat i jt@ miss it?

Bonnie&
Vaughn Franks




/N : Dcom«ém 2004

Sunday Mon Tues Saturday
g
Nov 29 30 Dec 1 2 3 4 | 9:30mm
Advent Event 10:30 am J--.!
9:15-10:15 am.§ 5 4% A
llzitee;ervice: An n uaal
Blessing 7 p.m. BSA meets 7 p.m. Healing 6:00 p.m. Ch rlstmas
Holy Eucharist Wedding Rehearsal H
of the 7:45  Choir Practice DI n ne r
Motorcycles Party
Wedding 4:30 p.m. 6 7 8 9 10 117 6 p.m
8 Am , 12
% 13 Mes Breakfast
6 p.m.
7 7 p.m. Healing 700 pm
%eezﬂe oint Holy Eucharist A
A S UN DILI\«T S PA 7 prm. B5A meets 4 7:45  Choir Practice OUISIde‘EVC”t
For Women Church in Use
Relax, Learn, Create, Rejuvenate! 14 15 16 17 18
2-5 o, Meal to follow 7 p.m. Vestry 19
Bethlehem 7 p.m. BSA meets 7p‘m.' BSA troop 7 p.m. Healing ' Chrlstm as
. committee meets Holy Eucharist Eve
ReV|Sted45—7: 15 M 7:45  Choir Practice
Rejorce n Worshup! |
21 22 23 | 5pm Family Service25 26
7 p-m. Healing 10pm Concert 630 o0
Holy Eucharist | 11pm Midniaht Ma :30a.m.-5:00 p.m
7:45  Choir Practice d 9 ] ﬁRVK?FOutside Event
Church * (hjoy wasgallODAY] Church in Use
W ol 7 p.m. BSA meets + * and cookigs
| Volunteers after serviges
| welcome!
T late service office Closed for Christmas Dec 24 - Jan 5
28 29 | o 30 31
7 p.m. BSA meets H H
SERVICE Coming in Janpary
TODAY
office Closed for Christmas Dec 24 - Jan 5 Pot Luck SUp_pE r
I I Annual Meeting
December Birthdays December Anniversaries January Birthdays Vestry Electiong
3 Justin Brown 17 Kate Roberson 16 Amy & Chuck Aris 3 Mary Frank
Robert Wellborn Katy Rose Ryan 19 Yolanda & John Brady Sandy Smart
Emma Wooley 20 Ray Brown 20 JoAnn & Doug Emory 7 Katy Denicola
4 Samantha Wooley 2] Kathy Magers 21 Sandy & Sam Bell 8 Michael Bell
6 BJ Hopgood 22 John Hamaker 27 Michelle & Doug Hurn I'l" Pete Raynor S ﬁlr
Michelle Hurn Rebecca Wellborn 29 Denise & Roscoe Osteen 12 JoAnn Allen A UN DA | P}ﬁ(
8 Wendy Berry 23 Carol Raynor 31 Jennifer & Stephen Sloan Emma Davis For Women
9 Judy Geeslin Garrett Ryan 20 Martha Vansyckle January 10, 2010
10 Susan Boyd 26 Tom McAfee ) ) 21 John Compton
Daniel Hamaker 27 Hank Perkins January Anniversaries 22 Kate Aris
12 Marjorie Andrea 28 Rita LeNoir 7 Linda & Tim Beyer James Hollingsworth
IS Yolanda Brady 31 Vaughn Franks 9 Mattie & Phil Wood 28 Donna Palmer
16 Kathy Harris Ronnie Morris 26 Susan & Chris Rominger
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Organizations & Comr
What They Do & Who to
ORGANIZATIONS

Men’s Breakfast Ron Tarrant 972-937-
Breakfast for all men, 2nd Saturday,

Daughters of the King (DOK)

rerrreeeeeennnnnee . Garol Bryant, 972-938-88

Women of Prayer, Meetings 1st Sa
ECW.......... Elizabeth Hamaker, 972-7

All women meet 1st Saturday, 10;

VESTRY & Committees

Sr. Warden....... Gary Wilson, 972-617-

Jr. Warden...... Steve Wallters, 214-66
Class of 2010.... Rae Tarrant, 972-937

Class of 201.1..Gloria Brown, 972-937-

Class of 2011....Carol Bryant, 972-93§
Class of 2011.John Hamaker, 972-72
Class of 2012..Julia Johnson, 972-61
Class of 2012.....Dick Jones, 972-923
Class of 20X2aryl Anne Tillery, 972-93
Clerk of VestryDenise Osteen, 214-58
Treasurer...Rebecca Wellborn, 972-7

Choir Directar.....Gloria Self, 972-937
SPY.....Brittany & Victor Songer, 972-
Worship & MuGBhuck Fitzhugh, 214-66
Layreaders........ Larry Zuber, 972-775
Acolytes............ Matt Perkins, 972-937
Altar Guild.......... Anne Tuley, 972-938

Sunday, Nov 29
Blessing of the
Motorcycles

This year we host our second annual St. Columban Day
Celebration, honoring the patron saint of motorcyclists.
There will be a Blessing of the motorcycles after late
service on Sunday, November 29. We're inviting as
5441 many riders as we can, asking them to gather on the

Br452@arking lot with their bikes for their blessing. Please come, and invite your

'1589m0t0rcycle friends and neighbors to join us! ¢

r710
-8629

j_%’g?turdqy, D#&c _
$haring the Good News in the Chur

Z'@S?’he Rt.Rev. William C Frey will speak on “Sharing the Goodad@oday: From
ne t\angalist toAnother”from 3-5 pm.on S&urday, December 12 ®iocese House

r4@he ofice ofthe Bishop)1630 N Garrett Averue in Dallas

937-48%3 Frey, retired Bishop ofGuaamala and Coladq is an inspaional spead,

8WAGtalks ofevangelism with karity and humor Anyone wo wants to hear mer

“out e/angelizing in our Episcopaharch today should ty to hear his talkCall the

:ﬁ'&gcese dice (214) 826-8310 to let themwkryou ae coming#$
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“Our Mission is to Love God,
to Love and Care for Others,
and to Grow the Church”

¥

Traditional, Biblical Worship

in a prayerful, loving
Christian Community.




